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TAGS: EFIN 

SUBJECT: CONGRESSIONAL STAFF PARTICIPATION IN PARIS CLUB 

1. JERRY LEVINSON CONTINUES TO PRESS DEPARTMENT ON STATUS 
OF CONGRESSIONAL STAFEER AT PARIS CLUB MEETING. 

2. LEVINSON HAS BEEN INFORMED CONTENTS OF SECRETARY'S 
JULY 5 RESPONSE TO SENATOR CHURCH ON THIS ISSUE. TEXT 
OF LETTER TO CHURCH FOLLOWS: 

QUOTE DEAR SENATOR CHURCH: 

THE SECRETARY HAS ASKED ME TO REPLY TO YOUR LETTER 
OF JUNE 16 CONCERNING YOUR REQUEST TO HAVE A MEMBER OF 
THE SUBCOMMITTEE'S STAFF PARTICIPATE AS AN OBSERVER AT 
THE JULY 6-7 PARIS CLUB MEETING ON ZAIRE. I VERY MUCH 
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APOLOGIZE FOR THE DELAY IN RESPONDING TO YOUR REQUEST. 

I APPRECIATE YOUR INTEREST IN THE DEBT SITUATION OF 
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES AND IN THE PROCESS OF HOW THE CREDITOR 
CLUB MECHANISM OPERATES. SINCE IT IS MY FIRM OBJECTIVE TO 
KEEP CONGRESS FULLY INFORMED ON EOREIGN AEFAIRS ISSUES I 
WELCOME THE PRESENCE OF A CONGRESSIONAL STAFFER IN PARIS. 
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WHILE THE STAEEER COULD NOT BE ACCREDITED AS A 
DELEGATE TO THE ACTUAL PARIS CLUB MEETINGS, THE HEAD OE 
THE U.S. DELEGATION HAS ASSURED ME THAT THE STAEEER WOULD 
BE INVOLVED IN ALL DELEGATION "CAUCUSES " AND BE INFORMED 
ON ALL ASPECTS OF THE NEGOTIATIONS. 

THE DECISION OE WHETHER THE STAEEER CAN ATTEND ACTUAL 
MEETINGS IS UP TO THE PARIS CLUB CHAIRMAN, WHO REPRESENTS 
THE ERENCH MINISTRY OE EINANCE. HE IS LIKELY TO BE WARY 
OE ESTABLISHING A PRECEDENT EOR CONGRESSIONAL OR PARLIA- 
MENTARY OBSERVERS. IE IT TURNS OUT TO BE POSSIBLE FOR 
OBSERVERS TO BE PRESENT AT EORMAL NEGOTIATIONS, WE WOULD 
NOT OBJECT. HOWEVER, WE ARE NOT PREPARED TO SEEK AN 
EXCEPTION FROM THE OTHER CONFEREES. 

I UNDERSTAND THAT OUR STAFFS HAVE BEEN IN COMMUNICA- 
TION TO ARRANGE NECESSARY HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS AND THAT 
YOUR STAFF HAS ALREADY BEEN INVITED TO PARTICIPATE IN 
THE U.S. DELEGATION CAUCUS AT 3:30, JULY 5, AT THE 
AMERICAN EMBASSY IN PARIS. SINCERELY YOURS, DOUGLAS J. 
BENNET,JR. END QUOTE. 

3. OUR POSITION CONTINUES TO BE THAT IF STAFFER IS 

PERMITTED ATTEND ACTUAL PARIS CLUB SESSIONS AS OBSERVER THAT 

WE WOULD NOT OBJECT. 
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4. WE EXPECT THAT YOU WILL CONTINUE TO KEEP CONGRESSIONAL 
STAFFER ADVISED FULLY ON ALL ASPECTS OF NEGOTIATIONS. 

IN DISCUSSIONS WITH LEVINSON, DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS HAVE 
ASSURED HIM THAT THIS WOULD BE THE CASE. VANCE 
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